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Using Theatre to Change the World - 75 HHi5

At the upcoming Open Forum on April 18 featuring 1 KG More, I will be
making a background introduction on the theme of ‘The Rise of Social
Entrepreneurs in Mainland China’. It is an exciting phenomenon to
witness and report. Basically, I will be telling the stories of a number of
social entrepreneurs inside China doing amazing things that collectively
will change the social landscape of China forever. In preparing for the
presentation, I learnt that one of the social entrepreneurs I want to talk
about will happen to be in town on April 18. I invited her to come along

to personally share her experience and insights with the participants of

the Open Forum and she had accepted my invitation. Her name is
Caroline Watson, founder of the Beijing-based social enterprise Hua Dan (£ H T fE =)

www.hua-dan.org . You will be amazed that she speaks Putonghua better than many of us.

Who is Caroline Watson?

Caroline was born and brought up in Hong Kong of English parents. She went to university in
England but she finds her root in this part of the world. She holds a B.A. in Theatre Studies from
Lancaster University that included a particular focus on community theatre and participatory
approaches to training and education. Her final year dissertation focused on the use of theatre in
prisons. In her early working career, she had developed and facilitated workshops and training
programs for both non-profit and for-profit organizations in Spain, Hong Kong, China and India.

Caroline returned to Asia in 2001 with a strong desire to contribute to a culture that has so influenced
her upbringing. She spent a lot of time in China and in 2004, she founded Hua Dan that uses the
unique power of participation in theatre and other creative arts as a tool for personal and social
transformation. It was China's first organization dedicated to using its expertise in participatory
theatre to unleash human potential. Just as 1 KG More has fostered the development of Voluntourism,
Hua Dan has popularized and demonstrated the power of participatory theatre as a vehicle for

positive social change.






