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Innovation and Entrepreneurship –

What We Can Learn from World-class Social Entrepreneurs

An Open Forum jointly organized by the Hong Kong Social Entrepreneurship Forum and 

       Social Enterprise Resource Centre, HKCSS 

Date and Time:  September 6,2008 (Saturday)  9am to 12 noon

Venue: Auditorium, 1/F, The Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Kong,  

              3 Lockhart Rd., Wanchai

Please see attached circular for enrolment.

What can we learn from world-class social entrepreneurs? To answer this question, we have to address a more basic question: 

WHY would you want to learn from world-class social entrepreneurs at all?
If you do not have a compelling answer to the WHY question, the WHAT issues are quite irrelevant.

So why? Here are some possible reasons:

· You have confidence in yourself that you could make the world a better place to live for our generation and the next generation

· You have already made some notable contribution or have tried to contribute but feel that you could do more

· You want to be inspired by others who have made significant contribution to the society against all odds

· You have the courage to make choices for your life so that you could make good use of your education, expertise, experience, network, wealth, etc. to make a difference on some social issues you passionately care about

If your responses to the above are all very positive, then you stand a good chance to learn from some world-class social entrepreneurs who will be in Hong Kong to share their experience, passion and insights with you.

Three Outstanding Social Entrepreneurs

Madhav Chavan of India

Madhav is addressing a major problem in India’s education system. His organization, the Pratham Mumbai Education Initiative, has designed a low-cost, replicable way of bringing pre-primary and primary education to poor children living in the urban and semirural slums of India. His distinct strategy has been to tap into unutilized resources in terms of infrastructure, staff, community involvement to keep his start-up and on-going costs at a minimum, offering even the poorest communities the opportunity to educate their children. Pratham was one of the three innovative organizations short-listed for the World Bank’s Global Development Network Award in 2000. Madhav was elected an Ashoka Fellow in 2002.

Jack Sim of Singapore

According to the UN, more than 5 million children die every year from sanitation-related diseases. In India and China alone, a billion people without sanitary facilities relieve themselves regularly on streets and rivers, heavily polluting the water. The most significant source of water contamination in developing countries is due to the lack of adequate sanitation facilities. Jack Sim is the founder of WTO (World Toilet Organization) which is a global network and service platform to improve toilet and sanitation facilities worldwide. Not having a university degree did not stop Jack from starting his own business at age 24. After seeing the futility of focusing only on financial gain, he left business and ventured into non-profit work. In 2004, Jack was awarded the Singapore Green Plan Award for his contribution to the environment. Jack also won the Social Entrepreneur of the Year 2006 awarded by the Schwab Foundation and is the first Singaporean elected to be an Ashoka Global Fellow.

Marie So of Hong Kong

Marie was born in HK and did her first degree at Northwestern University, USA.  She has worked in both public and private sectors, including United Nations Development Program in Fiji, the Dubai Development and Investment Agency, Procter and Gamble, and Merrill Lynch. In 2005, she co-founded Ventures in Development(ViD) with fellow classmate Taiwan-born Carol Chyau from Harvard Kennedy School’s Masters in Public Administration/International Development Program. They observed that while the economy in the coastal regions of China is booming, serious social ills are exacerbated by widening income inequality, environmental degradation, and the loss of social safety nets. While social enterprises may be a solution, there is still very little understanding of the concept within China. ViD will catalyze the creation of more social enterprises in Greater China. The mission is to identify, incubate, and implement ideas that have the potential to become sustainable business enterprises yielding quantifiable direct social benefits in the needed regions of Greater China. It will use its own cases to generate awareness of the potential for the social enterprise model and coach other aspiring social entrepreneurs. It is currently incubating two enterprises: Shokay (materials made from Yak fur) and Mei Xiang Yak Cheese. Marie and Carol were elected Echoing Green Fellows in 2008.

What Could You Expect from the Open Forum?

It is difficult to say. But you should be prepared to be overwhelmed by what you will hear. It will be a very interactive and participative Forum and you should be prepared to be challenged and moved out of your comfort zone.  There will be both mind-to-mind talk and heart-to-heart talk. As I will be the facilitator of the Forum, I sent out to the speakers a number of questions for them to think through. The following two questions and responses might give you a feel for the things to come:

What do you consider as the most important traits of an entrepreneur?

· A die-hard conviction to the mission yet understand he is NOT the mission. 

· Stay honest yet breaks rules and conventions. 

· Value reputation and yet not crazy about personal fame. 

· Have little resources yet always believe there is a way to solve the problem at hand.

· Innovative, successful and yet often chaotic in management.

· Remember his work to great details yet can't remember where he parks his car.

How could we inspire and nurture more social entrepreneurs? 

There is entrepreneurial spirit in plenty of people that wants to surface. Some needs nurturing, some needs simple ignition/inspiration and some are self-igniting once they found their calling. We can facilitate these spirits and help them help the world. And support platforms like Ashoka, Schwab, Skoll , Echoing Green and others are exactly doing that.
Bring your own questions to the Forum and expect inspiring responses from the speakers.
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REPLY FORM

	Name of activity
	Innovation and Entrepreneurship – What We Can Learn from World Class Social Entrepreneurs 

	Organizers
	Social Enterprise Resource Centre, Hong Kong Council of Social Service 
Hong Kong Social Entrepreneurship Forum 

	Co-organizers 
	Hong Kong Policy Research Institute
Social Ventures Hong Kong
Bright China Group 

	Date and Time 
	September 6, 2008 (Saturday) 
9.00am – 12:00 noon 

	Venue
	Auditorium,1/F., The Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Kong, 3 Lockhart Rd., Wanchai, Hong Kong 

	Speakers 
	Madhav Chavan of India, founder of Pratham 
Jack Sim of Singapore, founder of World Toilet Organization 

Marie So of Hong Kong, co-founder of Ventures in Development 

	Facilitator
	K.K. Tse, Co-convener, Hong Kong Social Entrepreneurship Forum 


( I will join this activity. 
I am a member of 

( HKSEF


( HKCSS       
( Hong Kong Policy Research Institute 
( Social Ventures Hong Kong        ( Bright China Group 

Name of organization :

_____________________________________
Information of participant(s): 


	Name of participant
	Contact no.
	E-mail

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Date: ____________________
Total Enrolment fee: _______________________
Please send the completed reply form by email to olivia.ip@hkcss.org.hk or oscar@genesismarketing.com.hk or by fax to 2864 2999 or 2396 6465 by Aug 29, 2008.  Please mail the cheque before the Open Forum to Genesis Marketing Co. at Unit A, 2/F, Ming Tak Centre, 135-137 Tung Chau Street, Kowloon.  Please make cheques payable to “Genesis Marketing Company”.  For further enquiry, please contact Ms. Olivia Ip at 2864 2930 or Mr. Oscar Tam at 2396 6468. 
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Enquiry: 


Mr. Oscar Tam 23966468
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Ms. Olivia Ip 28642930 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:olivia.ip@hkcss.org.hk" ��olivia.ip@hkcss.org.hk� 








Ms. Marie So, Hong Kong 





Dr. Chavan is the founder of Pratham, which has pioneered an innovative method to operate in 400,000 villages and 43 cities enabling poor children to become literate.  Pratham has reached over one million children within the last decade. 





Marie is the co-founder of Ventures in Development, a non-profit organization that seeks to incubate and launch social enterprise ventures.  She helped launched Mei Xiang Yak Cheese, a social enterprise that produces yak cheese for export, providing a steady source of income to Yunnan herding communities. 





Mr. Jack Sim, Singapore 





Enrolment Fee:


�
Early Bird by Aug 22�
After


Aug 22�
�
Members of Organizers or Co-organizers�
HK$120�
HK$150�
�
Others�
HK$160�
HK$200�
�



  








Jack is the founder of World Toilet Organization.  Jack has observed that the lack of adequate sanitation facilities accounted for much of the world’s social and health problems.  He set up the WTO which strives to provide clean and inexpensive toilets for the estimated 2.6 billion people who lack access. 
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