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Members of the HK Social Entrepreneurship Forum may be aware that we are in the process of building up a website. It would take a while to get it done properly. But in preparing the materials, we find that some items could be shared with the readers of the Newsletter without waiting for the website. One such item is the list of ten books on social entrepreneurship targeted at HK readers.
Top 10 Books on Social Entrepreneurship
 Many of the titles listed here have been recommended by us to be stocked and sold in local book stores. By far the most comprehensive collection can be found at The Commercial Press Book Centre, 2/F, Miramar Hotel, 118 Nathan Road, Kowloon.  All of the items below can also be ordered through the HKSEF secretariat, Oscar Tam  oscar@genesismarketing.com.hk or Tel. 2396 6468, quoting the HKSEF Book No.
No.1

Everyday Legends: the Stories of 20 Great UK Social Entrepreneurs       HKSEF Book No. 801
by James Baderman and Justine Law (York: WW Publishing, 2006)  128pages.

Chinese translation: 

平凡創傳奇 – 社會企業妙點子 (香港: 商務印書館, 2008).                       HKSEF Book No. 802                            
This is the best introduction to the subject of social entrepreneurs.  Each story consists of a few pages, highlighting the person’s background, the social issue tackled, the innovative solution created, as well as the ‘ideas the reader can steal’. By reading this book, you would appreciate that the starting point of social entrepreneurship is not social enterprises as such, but the passion of the social entrepreneur to tackle a burning social issue through an innovative solution. These examples contrast sharply with the majority of social enterprises found in Hong Kong at this moment.

N0.2

新愚公移山 : 十個社會企業創業者的故事   謝家駒 主編 

(香港: 社企創業者論壇, 2007)  150 pages                                                        HKSEF Book No. 803

This is a collection of ten stories of local social entrepreneurs who have launched their social businesses without any government support or grants. The book was published to correct the popular misconception that social enterprises must rely on government grants to exist. The stories showed that ordinary citizens who are passionate about specific social causes could start and grow social businesses with their own resources. These inspiring stories also underline the importance of entrepreneurship, which is sadly lacking in many of the government-supported social enterprises.

No.3

How to Change the World: Social Entrepreneurs and the Power of New Ideas 

By David Bornstein (Oxford: OUP, 2004)
300 pages


HKSEF Book No. 804

There are two Chinese translations available:

志工企業家: 提昇人類社會的力量 (台北: 天下出版社, 2006)                   HKSEF Book No. 805
如何改變世界: 社會企業家與新思想的威力  (北京: 新星出版社, 2006)  HKSEF Book No. 806
This is by far the most widely read book on the subject of social entrepreneurship worldwide. The central theme is: What business entrepreneurs are to the economy, social entrepreneurs are to social change. They are the creative individuals who question the status quo, exploit new opportunities, refuse to give up – and remake the world for the better. Around the world, the fastest-growing segment of society is the non-profit sector, as millions of ordinary people – social entrepreneurs – are increasingly stepping in to solve problems where governments and bureaucracies have failed.  

No.4


Leaving Microsoft to Change the World: An Entrepreneur’s Odyssey to Educate the World’s Children 

By John Wood (N.Y.: HarperCollins, 2006)    258 pages                                      HKSEF Book No. 807

Chinese translation:

一個創業家的意外人生: 離開微軟， 教育兒童， 改變世界                

 (台北；商智文化，２００６）                                                                           HKSEF Book No. 808

This is a fascinating story about a rising executive at Microsoft when he decided to take a vacation that ultimately changed his life. A hiking trip in Nepal made him aware of the acute lack of educational opportunities for most of the country’s children. He was confronted with the choice of continuing his career as a senior executive at Microsoft (he was then the Director of Business Development for Greater China) or quitting his job and devoting full time to help educate the world’s children. He chose the latter. Wood created Room to Read, a stunningly effective non-profit organization that has created a network of more than 2,000 schools and libraries throughout Asia and Africa in only six years. Wood is a social entrepreneur, but he did not set up a social enterprise but a non-profit organization. It demonstrates that social entrepreneurs are obsessed by the social cause they are passionate about; social enterprise is but one of the means to advance that cause.

No.5

The Social Entrepreneur: Making Communities Work 

By Andrew Mawson  (London: Atlantic Books, 2008)   186 pages 
               HKSEF Book No. 809


                
Andrew Mawson is probably the most successful and influential social entrepreneur in the UK. A Baptist minister working in one of the poorest boroughs of London, he created a social enterprise Bromley-by-Bow Centre which has become a national role model of community development. In the process, he empowered and supported scores of local initiatives that gave birth to numerous innovative and thriving social enterprises. His success was widely recognized in the UK and internationally. In addition to the OBE he received in the Millennium New Year List, he was made a life peer in 2007 – the highest honor ever conferred on a social entrepreneur in the UK.  

No.6

Banker to the Poor: The Autobiography of Muhammad Yunus, Founder of the Grameen Bank (London: Aurum Press, 1998)
  289 pages        

                       HKSEF Book No. 810


Chinese translation:

窮人的銀行家: 2006年諾貝爾和平獎得者自傳 (北京:三聯書店,2006) HKSEF Book No. 811

Muhammad Yunus is probably the most well known social entrepreneur in the world. Back in the 1970s, he pioneered a brand new business approach – microcredit – to the alleviation of poverty and in the process has allowed millions of individuals to work their way out of poverty with dignity, not charity. His work has since been modeled and replicated in numerous forms in many parts of the world. It is one of the most powerful cases demonstrating how a social entrepreneur can impact on the world. Highly recommended.  

No.7

The Power of Unreasonable People: How Social Entrepreneurs Create Markets that Change the World








            HKSEF Book No. 812
By John Elkington and Pamela Hartigan (Boston: Harvard Business Press, 2008)   227 pages

George Bernard Shaw once said, “The reasonable man adapts himself to the world; the unreasonable one persists in trying to adapt the world to himself. Therefore, all progress depends on the unreasonable man.” By this definition, some of today’s leading entrepreneurs are decidedly unreasonable – and quite a few have even been dubbed crazy. Yet as this superb book reveals, our very future may hinge on their work. In this book, you will discover how such pioneers are disrupting existing industries, value chains, and business designs and thereby creating fast-changing markets in every corner of the world. 


N0.8

The Tactics of Hope: How Social Entrepreneurs Are Changing the World
  

By Wilford Welch (San Rafael: Earth Aware, 2008)
197 pages                       HKSEF Book No. 813


This book is a call to action for individuals around the world who are concerned about global issues such as poverty, human rights, social justice, education and the environment, but are not clear what steps they might best take to move from concern to effective action. The book discusses in an easy-to-absorb way the stories of 27 social entrepreneurs, highlighting their innovative ways to tackling the pressing issues of our time. This book is both a celebration of the individual success of today and a guide for what is possible tomorrow.              






No. 9

Social Entrepreneurship                                                                                  HKSEF Book No. 814

Edited by Johanna Mair, Jeffrey Robinson and Kai Hockerts(N.Y.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006) 256 pages
This is the only ‘academic’ book in our list. Indeed, this book is the textbook for a number of social entrepreneurship courses in leading U.S. universities. Although it is written in a scholarly style, the topics it covered are very interesting and relevant. Readers will find in-depth discussion on such issues as: how social entrepreneurs identify and evaluate market opportunities, understanding the strategy, structure and outcomes in social ventures, how to combine social and ecological entrepreneurship, how social entrepreneurs directly contribute to global development goals, etc. 

No. 10

How You Could Change the World: Social Entrepreneurs and the Rise of the Citizen Sector

By K K Tse (HK: 2008) 151 pages                                       


   HKSEF Book No. 815
This is a collection of the first 25 issues of the Social Entrepreneurs Newsletter, a biweekly, electronic newsletter founded and edited by K K Tse since June 2007. Typically, each issue was only 3-page long. It covered news, trends, and ideas about social entrepreneurship both locally and overseas. The key messages are clear and simple: 1) social change is inevitable, but positive social change is more desirable; 2) an ever-growing number of social entrepreneurs are the best guarantee for changing the society for the better, and 3) not everyone could be a social entrepreneur, but everyone could support the social entrepreneurship movement. This collection also includes the commentary about the Newsletter by eleven readers.
Your contribution: Please let us know other books you have come across that you think should be recommended to our readers. Write to KK at kakuitse@gmail.com 
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Book Order Form
	HKSEF Book No.
	Book Title
	Prices 

Per Copy

(HKD)
	Postage

Per Copy

(HKD)
	Number of Copies
	Total



	801
	Everyday Legends: the Stories of 20 Great UK Social Entrepreneurs 
	160
	10
	
	

	802
	平凡創傳奇 – 社會企業妙點子. (Chinese Version of 801)
	76
	10
	
	

	803
	新愚公移山 : 十個社會企業創業者的故事 
	60
	10
	
	

	804
	How to Change the World: Social Entrepreneurs and the Power of New Ideas 
	100
	10
	
	

	805
	志工企業家: 提昇人類社會的力量  (Chinese Version of 804)
	120
	10
	
	

	806
	如何改變世界: 社會企業家與新思想的威力  (Chinese Version of 804)
	120
	10
	
	

	807
	Leaving Microsoft to Change the World: An Entrepreneur’s Odyssey to Educate the World’s Children 
	152
	10
	
	

	808
	一個創業家的意外人生: 離開微軟，教育兒童，改變世界(Chinese Version of 807)
	120
	10
	
	

	809
	The Social Entrepreneur: Making Communities Work
	170
	10
	
	

	810
	Banker to the Poor: The Autobiography of Muhammad Yunus, founder of the Grameen Bank 
	130
	10
	
	

	811
	窮人的銀行家: 2006年諾貝爾和平獎得者自傳 (Chinese Version of 810)
	100
	10
	
	

	812
	The Power of Unreasonable People: How Social Entrepreneurs Create Markets that Change the World
	261
	10
	
	

	813
	The Tactics of Hope: How Social Entrepreneurs Are Changing the World 
	250
	10
	
	

	814
	Social Entrepreneurship 
	650
	10
	
	

	815
	How You Could Change the World
	60
	10
	
	



 Ms/Mr.______________________ Tel :________________Fax :_______________ Email :________________________
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Payment Method: ( Cheque  (Payable to “Genesis Marketing Co.”)  ( Direct Debit: Bank of China 012 – 663 – 00014937




































Please send the bank-in slip or cheque together with this form to Unit A, 2/F, Ming Tak Centre, 135-137 Tung Chau Street, Kln.


Contact Person: Mr. Tam (Tel: 2374 1268, Fax: 2396 6465)
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