
Half the Sky Foundation 
– Social Entrepreneur, Earthquake Orphans, Olympic Torch Bearer
By Helen Cheng

I came across Half the Sky Foundation in the 2008 Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship. It was founded in 1998 by an American adopting couple. It has pioneered the creation of family-like integral care in orphan institutions, won China’s official blessings, and operates in China’s state-run institutions. It provides its own special nurturing care training programs to all levels of caregivers, foster parents, workers, and volunteers. 
The impact of its work has been so profound and widely recognized that that founder Jenny Bowen would be the only American to carry the Olympic Torch in Beijing  http://www.jschina.com.cn/gb/jschina/focus/z2008/2008torch/node33242/node33244/userobject1ai1797330.html     or
http://abcnews.go.com/International/story?id=3852457&page=1 

I attached below the May 20 Journal update by Jenny on the earthquake orphans taken from its very informative website http://www.halfthesky.org/ . But first please read this short account on Jenny when she received the Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship in Oxford this year:
 "Jenny Bowen learned first-hand the devastating effects of institutionalization of children when she and husband, Richard, adopted a toddler from a Chinese orphanage. Almost two, the child could not walk or talk and was emotionally vacant. In time, her new family's loving attention enabled their daughter to blossom, and the idea for Half the Sky was born. Half the Sky provides family-like nurturing care for thousands of orphaned children in 38 state-run orphanages across China, and in 2007, was invited by the Chinese government to expand its model to 300 institutions and beyond. Half the Sky's long-term strategy is for local governments in China to operate the life-changing programs themselves."    

Half the Sky Earthquake Update  May 20th, 2008

Dear Friends,

As I delay writing this report a bit longer each day, I realize that, like so many, I find it harder and harder to read or write those grim statistics or tell the sad stories. We wish we could be done with this death and disaster and start to move on. But still the numbers come.

There are 34,073 people confirmed dead, 245,108 injured, still more than 35,000 still missing.

Yesterday, after those three silent minutes in Sichuan, people began to call out, "Rebuild! Rebuild!" Today, when I was feeling I couldn't open another casualty report, I read instead a report about new babies born during and right after the quake. They have names like 'Li Zhen'- Earthquake - and 'Born in a Tent' and 'Long March.' They, like all the survivors, will carry these terrible days with them always. But their lives are just beginning. For them and for all of the children who survived, Sichuan will begin to rebuild. As hope of finding more survivors fades, we find hope in each bit of good news –

During the past week we managed to reach every single orphanage in the hardest-hit areas but one - Aba Tibetan-Qiang Autonomous Prefecture. Today we finally made contact. They said, "The institution buildings are no longer safe to live in. All the children live in tents. The government provides us with enough food and water and daily necessities. Now we only worry how and when we can possibly rebuild."

Of the 24 children (all of whom were from hard-hit Anxian County) who we reported were brought to Mianyang Zitong SWI because they were newly orphaned, I am very happy to tell you that 13 of them were reunited with relatives.

More displaced children are arriving daily at shelters in Chengdu, but no one is giving up on finding living relatives yet. Yesterday, 70 children were brought to a large hospital in Chengdu for urgent treatment. Some of them had joyful reunions with family, but of course, not all. One very young girl signed her own consent form to have surgery on her broken arm. Ma Lang wrote, "She was a sweet and tough girl, and the doctors, nurses, and volunteers loved her very much."

Ma Lang and two other HTS staff are now in Mianyang and we expect more news from them soon. Meanwhile, our relief operation is going into full swing, with tents, tarps, medicines, beds, blankets, rice, diapers, food, clothing and baby formula moving in and out of the Chengdu CWI for immediate delivery to distressed areas.

As we get closer to realizing our small part of meeting the basic challenges of shelter and emergency supplies, it is time to embark on the most critical project for the long term – helping the children heal and go on with life. This is, of course, why Half the Sky exists and how our organization can best help Sichuan's children rebuild. Now we will begin the process of training caregivers, foster parents, shelter workers and volunteers of all backgrounds to work with newly orphaned and displaced children.

We believe our long experience working with children orphaned by AIDS and other children who were not infants when they lost their parents has given us a solid foundation for this work. But this week we are recruiting a team of pediatric psychologists, trauma specialists and social workers to help us adjust our training methods to this special circumstance. (If you are, or know of, Mandarin-speaking professionals working in this field who would like to volunteer for this project, please let me know!)

Within two weeks, Half the Sky's entire staff of field supervisors will be working with caregivers and new foster parents all around Sichuan. Our work is just beginning. Thank you so much for making it possible!

If you would like to donate to Half the Sky's Children's Earthquake Fund you can do so through Global Giving: http://www.globalgiving.com/pr/2100/proj2086a.html 
Or directly to Half the Sky. You can donate on our website:

http://give.halfthesky.org/prostores/servlet/Categories?category=Children's+Earthquake+Fund 
Thank you again. It's truly an honor to be a part of this. 
With love,  Jenny   
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