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Investing Half a Day to Change Your Life

Over the weekend, I had the opportunity to facilitate the closing session of the Social Enterprise Marketing Conference organized by the Hong Kong Institute of Marketing and the Hong Kong Council of Social Service. From the sharing of some of the participants on what they had gained from the Conference, it appeared that many of them were so impressed  and inspired by the speakers that it might well be a life-changing experience for them. This was hardly surprising and unexpected and credit was certainly due to the organizers for assembling such a powerful group of practicing social entrepreneurs as speakers. They include Ms Yvonne Yeung of MentalCare Connect, Ms Pui-fung Leung of Fairtaste, Ms Sophie Yeung of Life in Harmony Ltd, Mr. Andes Leung of Social Ventures Hong Kong and Mr. Stephen Lee of Bright China Group.

An Important Message

The Conference brought home an important message: people are motivated and inspired by the passion of social entrepreneurs; they are not motivated by knowledge or skills or theories as such. If we want to encourage people to become social entrepreneurs, the most effective way is to create opportunities for them to interact face to face with outstanding social entrepreneurs. It could be a very powerful experience. So much was amply clear at this Conference.

The group of social entrepreneurs present at the Conference was truly amazing individuals. And they are all local people. Imagine what would happen if we could have a group of world-class social entrepreneurs to share their experience and passion? Would the impact be even more profound? I am absolutely sure it would be. That is why the half-day event on May 8 when three world class social entrepreneurs will be sharing their experience with us in Hong Kong promises to be an impactful occasion.

Why You Should Attend

As May 8 (Thursday) is a working day, anyone other than retired persons who considers taking the morning off to attend the Forum would need a strong reason to do it. Judging from the number of people who have already enrolled, it seems that many have found very good reasons to do so. I would only like to highlight the ‘investment’ part of it.

The May 8 Forum will benefit most the people who share one or more of these circumstances:

· Contemplating a change of career – people who are looking out for more meaning in their work or life

· Creating a ‘silver’ career – people who have retired or considering early retirement but want to leverage their experience, leisure time, and interest to create a new pursuit in life

· Exploring an unconventional career – relatively young persons who have the courage and passion to break new grounds (or parents who want their children to move in this direction)

· Rethinking the purpose and meaning of business – owners or entrepreneurs of businesses who want to find new purpose for their businesses other than maximizing profits

· Reaching out to the next level of contribution – people who have already contributed a lot to the community but aspire to a higher level of achievement and impact

If you are close to any one of these descriptions, you should consider investing half a day on May 8 to join our event. I am sure you will find a lot of insights and excitement from the speakers as well as the participants. To register for the event, please use the enrolment form attached in the last issue of the Newsletter or simply email Oscar@genesismarketing.com.hk 

Chinese Translation of Everyday Legends

Readers of this Newsletter should remember the book Everyday Legends: Stories of 20 Great UK Social Entrepreneurs, which I have introduced and recommended in these pages. The Chinese translation has just been released by The Commercial Press and is available for sale in most bookstores. You could also order the book from the HKSEF secretariat (see the flyer on the next page).

It is the best introduction to the subject of social entrepreneurship in the sense that it is easy to read, short and lively, easy to relate, down to earth, and above all, inspiring. If you haven’t read the original English version, this is a MUST book to read. I would urge you to buy at least two copies, one for yourself and the other for someone who you think will benefit from reading it. The latter could be your boss, your children, your best friend, or anyone who you think has the potential of moving out of their comfort zones and achieving greater things in life. You will be amazed to find out how a story book could help shape people’s life.

I would like to give you a challenge. Don’t just read the book; study it to the point that you could tell the stories to others. Pick one or two of the stories from the book that impress you most and try to tell them to your friends so that they know what actual social entrepreneurs do.  

Finally, I would like to encourage you to share with us your experience in reading and telling the stories in future issues of this Newsletter, such as: how people respond to your storytelling, whether or not they find them interesting and inspiring, how good your storytelling skills have been, what impact your storytelling has been on people, etc. The reason of asking you to do all this is simple: the stories are to be shared to as many people as possible and you can be a catalyst for making this possible.

Your feedback is welcome at kakuitse@gmail.com
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一念之仁，可以影響成千上萬人的生活！


何謂「社會企業」？ 何謂「公益創業」？何謂「社會企業家」？甚麼人才可以當社會企業家？如果你對以上問題有興趣，就非讀這本書不可！社會企業標誌著這個世紀的新企業準則和新福利潮流。它嘅不是純粹的企業，亦不是傳統慈善機構，它用商業手法賺取經費或推動社會改革，扶助弱勢社群、推動環保、促進家庭和諧、令人們生活更健康等。


本書翻譯自《Everyday Legends: Stories of 20 Great UK Entrepreneurs》，作者為Justine C. Law 及James J. Baderman。作者在書中介紹了二十一個英美社會企業家的成功個案，包括大眾熟悉的年青廚師Jamie Oliver的失業青年培訓計劃、名歌星Bob Geldof以Live8音樂會為非洲救災、風靡一時的環保袋I am not a plastic bag的協作機構We Are What We Do等；讓讀者學習如何透過不同類型的社會企業改變社會，每本訂價港幣HK$76。
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