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What You Can Learn From the Skoll Foundation
In the last issue, we shared with you something about the Skoll World Forum on Social Entrepreneurship and that at least three of us from Hong Kong will be attending this event in Oxford on March 26-28. In this issue, we will focus on the organization behind the Forum – the Skoll Foundation and how it has been contributing to promote social entrepreneurship throughout the world. Our focus is not so much on what they do and have achieved but rather what YOU could learn from the multi-faceted activities they have undertaken to date. 

Who is Skoll Anyway?  
Jeff Skoll might not be a household name in Hong Kong but the company that he had been associated with would not be new to you – eBay. Skoll was the first full-time employee and first President of eBay and used the wealth this gave him to found the Skoll Foundation which has since become the largest foundation for social entrepreneurship in terms of financial assets.
Jeff Skoll was born in 1965 (age 43 this year!) in Montreal, Canada, his mother a teacher and his father a chemical company owner who sold industrial chemicals. When Jeff Skoll was fourteen his father was diagnosed with cancer which prompted him to discuss with his son how much he regretted not having had the time to do everything he had planned in life. A keen reader, Skoll was influenced by authors such as Aldous Huxley and Ayn Rand and intended to become an author writing motivational books and books on tackling the world's problems.
Education and First Businesses

Skoll paid his way through college by pumping gas at North York, Ontario and obtained a B.A. degree in electrical engineering from the University of Toronto in 1987. After graduating he backpacked around the world for several months before returning and founding two businesses in Toronto: Skoll Engineering, an information technology consulting firm and Micros on the Move Ltd., a computer rental firm. Both businesses did poorly so he decided to improve his business skills with further study. He left Canada in 1993 to study for an MBA at Stanford Business School graduating in 1995. 
eBay Years
In 1996 Skoll joined eBay as the company's first full-time employee. While eBay was already profitable at the time, Skoll wrote the business plan that eBay followed from its emergence as a start-up to a great success. He remained President until the arrival of Meg Whitman in January 1998. Once eBay's second largest stockholder (behind only the founder Omidyar) he subsequently cashed out a portion of the company, yielding him around $2 billion.


The Skoll Foundation  www.skollfoundation.org 
Jeff Skoll set up the Skoll Foundation in 1999 to pursue his vision of a world where all people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, enjoy and employ the full range of their talents and abilities. He believed that strategic investments in the right people can lead to lasting social change. He endowed the foundation with $250million of eBay stock.
The Skoll Foundation’s mission is to advance systemic change to benefit communities around the world by investing in, connecting and celebrating social entrepreneurs. By identifying the people and programs already bringing positive changes to communities throughout the world, the Skoll Foundation empowers them to extend their reach, deepen their impact and fundamentally improve society. 

Investing in Social Entrepreneurs
The Skoll Foundation invests in social entrepreneurs through its flagship award program, the Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship . These three-year awards support the continuation, replication or extension of programs that have proven successful in addressing a broad array of critical social issues: tolerance and human rights, health, environmental sustainability, economic and social equity, institutional responsibility, and peace and security. 

For a sample of the 2007 recipients of the Award, please go to: www.skollfoundation.org/grantees/2007.asp    
Reflect on the question: have you come across social entrepreneurs like these in Hong Kong?
Connecting Social Entrepreneurs
The Skoll Foundation connects social entrepreneurs with key people and resources through a number of academic, business and community channels which serve to advance the work of individual entrepreneurs, as well as the field of social entrepreneurship as a whole. To further academic study and build knowledge of social entrepreneurship, the foundation launched the Skoll Centre for Social Entrepreneurship in November 2003 at the Saïd Business School, University of Oxford. The Centre also convenes the Skoll World Forum on Social Entrepreneurship, an annual conference that brings together the world’s foremost practitioners and thought leaders in the emerging field of social entrepreneurship. 

To foster connections online, the Skoll Foundation launched and built Social Edge, an online community at www.socialedge.org where social entrepreneurs, nonprofit professionals, philanthropists and others in the social sector connect to network, learn, inspire one another and share resources. The site, which describes itself as For Social Entrepreneurs, By Social Entrepreneur, strikes a balance between the visionary and the practical, with spirited discussions, online workshops and access to resources and experts. Please check out this site for profiles of social entrepreneurs, interviews, videos, resources, etc.
Celebrating Social Entrepreneurs 
The Skoll Foundation celebrates social entrepreneurs through projects such as the PBS Foundation Social Entrepreneurship Fund, which enables filmmakers, documentarians and other journalists to produce works that tell the stories of individual social entrepreneurs and promote large-scale public awareness of social entrepreneurship. One of the most well known and influential productions is a 4-hour documentary on social entrepreneurs hosted by Robert Redford. This DVD is available for loan free of charge from the Library-Store at Fair Trade Power office, 308 Temple Street, 3/F, Sang Fat Commercial Building, Jordon, Kowloon, tel. 3188 8064.
The Skoll Foundation has since been working with Redford’s Sundance Institute to explore the role of films and documentaries in advancing knowledge about social entrepreneurship. The partnership resulted in launching the project of Stories of Change: Social Entrepreneurship in Focus through Documentary. This project will help create new opportunities for leading social entrepreneurs and outstanding documentary filmmakers to collaborate and to advance the innovative approaches found in both fields. 

Many of the problems of our modern world, ranging from disease to drugs to crime to terrorism, derive from the inequalities between the rich and the poor . . . be they rich nation versus poor nation or rich community versus poor community. It is in the best interests of the well-off to help empower those who are not as well-off to improve their lives." —Jeff Skoll
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Food for Thought


What can we learn from the many resources available from the Skoll Foundation?


How could we put into practice what we have learnt to support local social entrepreneurs?


                           Send your comments to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kakuitse@gmail.com" �kakuitse@gmail.com� 
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