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Skoll World Forum on Social Entrepreneurship
Oxford, March 26-28, 2008

I am happy to tell you that I will be attending this unique annual gathering in Oxford this March. From Hong Kong, Francis Ngai of Social Ventures Hong Kong and Chua Hoi Wai of HK Council of Social Services will also be attending. Without a doubt, this will be a great learning and inspirational experience for the three of us and I am sure we will have a lot to share with you on our return. 

In this issue, I would like to give you a pre-view of what this gathering is all about and how you could work with us to leverage the knowledge and insights from an event like this for the advancement of social entrepreneurship in Hong Kong. Let’s be realistic, although more and more of us will have the opportunity to benefit from participating in conferences and forums of this nature, the total number will remain very small. It is up to us who have the opportunity to do so to explore innovative ways to leverage our learning experience and multiply its impact.

Sharing from Vivian Hutchison
In preparing myself for this year’s Skoll World Forum, I searched my previous notes I made on the past Forums and came across a set of notes not written by me but by Vivian Hutchison, New Zealand’s foremost social entrepreneur. Vivian is a legendary figure and has done more to promote social entrepreneurship than any other individuals in the country, but he is a very modest man and his most cherished title is simply ‘citizen’. Below was what he has written in his summary notes on last year’s Skoll World Forum:

·  This was easily the best conference I have been to in a long while. It was well run, attracted a unique diversity of participants, the contents had a great deal of depth to it, and there was robust debate that was engaging and extending.

·  There were 700 participants from 40 countries including a rich mix of social entrepreneurs, human rights activists, academics, business leaders, philanthropists and funders. Many of these people could be counted amongst the most remarkable changemakers of our generation.

·  The conference lived up to its reputation of being the main world Forum in the field of social entrepreneurship. As part of developing our projects with the Social Innovation Investment Group and the New Zealand social Entrepreneurship Fellowship, I have been researching and studying who are the key ‘movers and shakers’ in the international scene of social entrepreneurship. Almost all of them were present at this gathering.

·  There was so much going on, with up to seven workshops happening at the same time as well as breakfast sessions and Master Classes at the lunchtime breaks. But it still hung together well.

·  Highlights for me included: sessions from Geoff Mulgan, Bill Drayton, Charles Handy, Muhammad Yunus and Larry Brilliant; the sharing of inspiring stories from many social entrepreneurs, but particularly Gillian Caldwell, Peter Gabriel, Karen Tse (the only ethnic Chinese Ashoka Fellow) and Taddy Blecher; the widening of the sense of social entrepreneurship from elite ‘celebrity’ stories towards recognizing the social innovation and entrepreneurship that is also found in groups and movements; a sense of the growing literacy about just what makes up the process of social innovation, understanding the life cycle of innovations and how to foster innovation more effectively in many different sectors; the ‘open source’ example of Ashoka Changemakers, which represents an innovative model for sharing emergent knowledge and practice; the practical sessions aimed at Foundations and philanthropy about how to be more venturesome in giving financial support to new ideas and programs.

·  I’ve come away with an immense amount to think about, as well as links, contacts and ideas to follow up on. This report contains my personal diary notes from the Forum. It is a combination of a description of the sessions I went to, my thoughts at the time and the links and research I have been doing on the people and their projects since the Forum took place.

·  I have created a ‘blog’ website of this report which contains live internet links of all the contacts and references mentioned in this document. You can also view video of the conference directly from these web pages at http://vivianoxford07.blogspot.com  
Vivian Hutchinson 
Social Innovation Investment Group &

New Zealand Social Entrepreneur Fellowship www.nzsef.org.nz  

(KK note: I would like to encourage you to read the full text of Vivian’s notes (total 39 pages) if you want to know more about the Skoll Forum. Please see attached file.)

A Collaborative Competition 

With today’s technology, it is sometimes possible to learn a lot from an international conference without being physically there. The Skoll World Forum is a case in point. All the sessions and workshops were videotaped and freely available on their web site so that anyone anywhere could view them any time and learn from the many speakers. For example, the videotapes on Skoll World Forum 2007 alone amounted to over 100 hours. The challenge, therefore, is to be able to search the text contents quickly and intelligently and then select those items of greatest interest to you to view in depth.

I would like to propose a Collaborative Competition for the readers of this Newsletter. The concept of Collaborative Competition might be new to many. Basically it is a competition – that is, one of the participants will be declared winner at the end – but above all, it is collaboration, in the sense that all participants will learn from each other and benefit from entering the competition.

How it works is something like this: 

Theme:

 Skoll World Forum 2007

Time allowed: no limit, but the recommended time for completing the task is 2 hours. 

Task to be completed: A summary of what you have learned from this Forum (2007) in no more than 500  


words, English or Chinese. Please include your name and organization affiliation, if any.
What you need to do: Visit the Skoll World Forum site, consult Vivian’s notes, talk to whoever you want to 


talk to, do whatever you think appropriate, think and digest what you read and watch, etc. etc.

Deadline for submission of your summary: before noon, March 15, 2008 to kakuitse@gmail.com 

The prize:
A free trip to attend the Social Innovation Forum to be held in Singapore towards the end of 


2008, including return air fares, hotel accommodation and registration fee. This is probably 


the best international conference focused on social innovation and entrepreneurship in the 


region.
Criteria for judging the winner: a) reflects genuine and substantive learning, b) enables others to learn 


from it, and c) clarity in presentation.

Judging panel: K K Tse, Franics Ngai and Chua Hoi Wai.

Announcement of result: end of March, 2008

I am sure you will enjoy this competition and benefit from the resulting collaboration. The top three entries will be published in this Newsletter.

Enquiries and suggestions: please contact kakuitse@gmail.com 
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