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An Eventful Month for Social Enterprises
It was mentioned here two issues ago that December 2007 would be a watershed month for the development of social entrepreneurship in Hong Kong.  Indeed, it has been a most eventful month. Here are the highlights:

Summit on Social Enterprise 
The government-sponsored Summit was held on December 20. Despite the publicity that had surrounded it, it could not be said to be a productive event. The time was too short (only half a day) and the audience was too large (over 600) to produce any fruitful discussion, much less to build any consensus. I really hope that the government would try to learn from this experience. The most disappointing part was the lack of interest and participation by the business sector that remained highly skeptical about the idea and is unlikely to play a major part in supporting social entrepreneurship in the foreseeable future. It confirms my conviction that it will be the citizen sector that will be the driving force for developing social entrepreneurship.
Social Entrepreneurship Forum

Capitalizing on the presence of the two overseas speakers, we held a Forum on the evening of December 20 attracting close to 100 participants. The 3-hour session was informal and interactive with lively exchange of views among the speakers and the audience. Both speakers commented that they enjoyed the Forum very much and were impressed by the participants’ interest and enthusiasm. 

Singapore Social Innovation Forum

I was the only participant from Hong Kong to attend this Forum in Singapore on December 14-15. In the last issue of the Newsletter, I proposed that we should have a bigger delegation it next year as it was so much an eye-opener for me. I have received some very positive response to date and expect that the delegation will likely to be at least 10-person strong. If you would like to be informed about the event, just let me know.
3 Books on Social Enterprise in the Same Month

All of a sudden, 3 books were published on the subject in this month. 
The first was published by Fullness Vocational Training Centre celebrating their 20th Anniversary.  The book is entitled

社會企業2.0. It is not an ordinary anniversary publication but is a collection of in-depth articles on social enterprise written by a spectrum of local experts. Highly recommended to anyone interested in setting up or supporting social enterprises. To obtain a free copy, please write to office@fullness.org.hk  or call 2304 8077.

The second book was published by the Home Affairs Bureau, entitled 社會企業: 團結社會力量, 促進社企發展. It provides a very good overview of a variety of social enterprises in existence. Copies are available from the Home Affairs Bureau free of charge.
The third book was edited by me and published by the Social Entrepreneurship Forum entitled 新愚公移山: 十個社會企業創業者的故事, featuring 10 local social entrepreneurs who launched their social enterprises without any government assistance. They demonstrated exemplary passion and effort and are role models for aspiring social entrepreneurs. To purchase the book at HK$60 per copy, please call Ms Tam at 2374 4338. I suggest you buy at least two copies, one for yourself, and the other for a friend who you think would be interested in the subject. This is the minimum you could do to help spread the idea of social entrepreneurship. 
Radio Talk Show Transcript on HKEJ

If you had missed KK’s 2-hour talk show on Radio HK (Sunday, Dec 9), there will the chance to read the summary of it on the pages of Hong Kong Economic Journal (信報) on January 4, 2008.  Expect a lot of sparks from KK and the other guests of the program.  It has already generated some interesting and worthwhile projects which will be reported here in due course.

KK Published a Series of 10 Articles in HKEJ

Starting from December 17, this series discussed a wide range of topics related to social entrepreneurship in HK, containing both analyses and calls for actions. If you would like to have the whole set in one electronic file, please email me. 
Net Result of the Month: A Powerful Network in Formation

The overall positive result of this month’s events has been the emergence of a growing network of individuals and organizations who are committed to supporting the development of social entrepreneurship. It is expected that this network will be instrumental in spearheading new initiatives in the months to come. Personally, I feel I have gone through one of the most meaningful and fruitful months of my life.  And I am glad that many of my friends feel that way as well.

Features on Local Social Enterprises

After featuring four different social enterprises in this Newsletter since Issue No.11, we would like to stop for a while. Please refer to the three books mentioned above for more stories of local experience.  In this issue, I would like to share with you two items suggested by readers of the Newsletter sent to me over the Christmas holiday.
Social Capitalists Awards Winners – recommended by Mr. Howard Ling

What if you could use the disciplines of the corporate world to attack daunting social problems? Here we look at 45 nonprofits, 10 for profits, and 4 rising stars who are doing just that. 
45 Social Entrepreneurs who are Changing the World written by Fast Company magazine. 
http://trax.fastcompany.com/k/w/mailman/fasttake/20071205/socap 

For a shorter version, please watch:

Slideshow: 45 World Changers | by Alex Goldmark

A look at 45 non-profits making their mark globally. http://trax.fastcompany.com/k/w/mailman/fasttake/20071205/worldchangers 
I am sure you will enjoy these materials. Please share them with your friends.

Yunus in Chinese – recommended by Professor Andrew Chan
Please see the attached file for a slide show on Yunus in Chinese. This will give you an overview of Yunus’ work and achievement.  Yunus is by far the world’s most famous and influential social entrepreneur.
I would like to give you a challenge. Do not view this slide show just for information. View it with the purpose of being able to tell the story to others. See if could tell a five-minute story to a young person about what Yunus has done and its significance to the world.  
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Food for Thought


What have you gained from this month’s events?


What do you see as the most urgent task now?


How would you like to make a contribution?





Your comments are welcome at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kakuitse@gmail.com" �kakuitse@gmail.com� 
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